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REMARKS 

Claims I. 17, 19 and 20 are currently amended. Claims 2-16, 18 and 21-37 arc original. 
(Maims 38-44 have been cancelled. 



Hie Uxaminer rejected claims 1-3, 6-14, 16-19, 26-28, 33 and 35-44 under 35 USC J02<b) 
as hcing anticipated by Heron et aL I JS Design Patent 295,0 1 1 . The famine* also rejected 
claims 4. 5. 15, 20-25. 29-32 and 34 under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable under 
I Ierron el al. 

Claim I , and hence all other claims depending thereon, contains the following limitation: 
•(...) - said body bottom surface being provided with a substantially concave indentation 
defining an indentation surface located intermediate said encirclablc section and said body 
forward end for contacting at least a portion of one of said linger lateral surfaces of said 
index linger with the latter in substantially perpendicular relationship with said body 
longitudinal axis: 

- said indentation surface having a substantially arcuate cross-sectional configuration 
defining an indentation first end located substantially adjacent said eneirelable section and 
an indentation second end located substantially adjacent to said body forward end, said 
indentation second end defining an indentation end point; said body defining a cross- 
sectional first reference plain- intending in a substantially perpendicular relationship 
with said body longitudinal axis and intercepting said indentation end point, said 
indentation surface being configured and sized so that al least a section of said 
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indentation surface is positioned forvvardly relative to said first reference plane (...)" 
(emphasis added) 

The Applicant respectfully submits thai this limitation is not disclosed by Heron. Indeed, 
I Icron describes a knife including an indentation for receiving an index finger thereinto. 
However, if a plane similar to the claimed reference plane were defined in Heron, this plane 
would be placed in front of the indentation as the indentation shown in Heron docs not curve 
back longitudinally towards the rear of the knife illustrated thereinto. Accordingly, the 
Applicant respectfully submits thai amended claim I is not taught by Heron. 

Furthermore, the Applicant respectfully submits that the claimed invention is also not 
obvious in view of Heron. Indeed., the claimed invention has functional advantages with 
respect to the cited art and is not a trivial variation in design. More specifically, as 
mentioned at numerous places in the specification, in addition to serving as a guard to 
prevent a finger from moving, the claimed indentation produces a synergeLic effect between 
the shape of the indentation and the orientation and positioning of the indentation that 

allows for gripping the handle through a combination of power and precision grips, 
lieiKc allowing for a firm grip to be obtained without sacrificing on precision and 
act mum (sec- for example page 12, 1" paragraph J; 

coitcspunds lo ihc normal physiological alignment of rhe digits when the latter are 
flexed separately at the metacarpophalangeal and proximal inrcrphatangcal joinis so 
rh.ir thrir respective axes physiologically converge towards die scaphoid tubercle; 
also, the confirmation of an encirdable section of the claimed handle allows the 
digits to In- c rgonomirally wmppecl, at least partially thcrearouiid; furthermore by 
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having flic digits m.j>c ihc enurdahlc portion against the palm of the hand of the 
user, the benefits of a powct grip including sirrngth smd force are provided. Vet 
furthermore, by Allowing the index and duitub fingers to be in opposition relative to 
each other, bencfirs of a pinch grip, including precision and accuracy are afco 
provided \er fiurhctmorc, die configure! inn of the claimed handle is such that all of 
the lingeis aj» well as (he pultn «irc provided with optimized contact surfaces so as to 
reduce the need fot a strong gripping force lo he applied and so as to distribute the 
fttrexs on a larger contact surface hence reducing the pressure on ihe pressure potiUs 
(we for example page 2.8). 

Accordingly, ilu- Applicant respectfully mbmifo that the claimed .invention is not obvious in 

view o( Hi'tcin. 

In view of the above, the applicant respectfully requests thai the rejection of claim I in view 
of Heron be withdrawn, along with the rejection of claims 2-37 that depend directly or 
indirectly thereon. 

The Applicant has also tiled an IDS disclosing four documents, namely US Des« Pal. 
414,<)8 £ ), hereinafter Shamoon, US Des. Pal. 257 T 686, hereinafter Silva, US Patent 
6,701 ,624. hereinafter White, and I IS Patent 6,460,255, hereinafter Dassaud. The Applicant 
respectfully submits that the claimed invention palenlably distinguishes over these 
documents. 

Claim 1 includes the following limitation; 
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" 4 - said cncirclablc section having u substantially fusiform configuration tapering 
towards said body rearward end and tapering forwardly towards both said thumb rest area 
and said indentation." 

In opposition lo (his limitation, the handles shown in Dassaud, White and in Shamoon are 
not fusiform and instead define opposed top and bottom walls that arc linked by side walls 
that arc substantially planar and perpendicular to the top and bottom walls. In other words, 
instead of being fusiform, the handles presented in these documents arc "box-like" with 
substantially Hal side walls, which teaches away from a fiisiform cncirclablc section. Also, 
the Applicant respectfully submits thai the handle shown in Silva is also not fusiform as it is 
substantially C shaped. Furthermore, a middle section of the handle shown in Sitva has a 
cross-sect inn thai is teardrop-shaped (as seen from Fig. 4), which also teaches away from a 
fusiform cucirckible section. 

I he substantially fusiform shape of the claimed cncirclablc section has many ergonomie 
advantages ovci the prior art handles as it conforms well the shape of the human hand. In 
addition, synergetie effects between the shape of the claimed indentation and of the shape of 
the eneirelable section allow an intended user lo have both a pencil grip and a hammer grip 
onto the claimed handle, which has many ergonomie advantages, as described in further 
details hereinabove- Therefore, the applicant respectfully submits that the shape of the 
claimed handle, and more specifically of the eneirelable section, is not obvious in view of 
the previously mentioned documents and is also not a mere design choice. 
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Amended claim 1 7 includes the following limitation: 

a sum of distances between said indentation surface nadir and said body longitudinal 
axis and between said thumb rest area nadir and said body longitudinal axis is about 45 
percent or less of a sum of distances between said eneirelable section top and bottom apexes 
and said body longitudinal axis." 
Amended claim 10 includes the following limitation; 

t4 a distance between said hod) top mid bottom surfaces substantially adjacenr said 
indentation in substantial!) smaller than a distance uvct which said handle extends in a 
direction suhsLiuihillv perpendicular co said body longitudinal nxts anil to a direction leading 
fnitn said tluilnb rest sirea to winds said indentation*' 

In opposition to I he claimed invention, the handles shown in Sylva, White, Shamoon and 
Dassaud all have a width that is substantially smaller than their height adjacent an area in 
which the thumb find index finder of an intended user are typically received when the 
handles are in use. Also, all these handles "thin our by less than 50 percent between their 
largest dimension in a region receiving the palm of an intended user and a region receiving 
the thumb and index finger of the intended user. Accordingly, the Applicant submits that the 
above-recited limitations of claim 17 and 10 arc not taught by tiny of the documents 
mentioned hereinabove. 

The limitations recited in claims 17 and 19 have an advantage over the prior art handles 
shown in the Above-mentioned documents as ihcy allow Tor the creation of a so-called pencil 
grip that allows relatively good control of the implement to which the handle is attached, as 
described in further details hereinabove. Raving handles of a relatively large thickness and 
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relatively small width, us in the above-mentioned prior art document, creates aji unstable 



grip between the ihumb and index linger of an intended user, I be applicant respectfully 
snbmits that the claimed invention alleviates these disadvantages. 

It is respectfully submitted that when the rejection of the claims be reviewed in light of 
Applicant's arguments, the invention without a doubt should be considered patcntably 
disliiiyuished over ihe currently applied references. It is now believed the above application 
is in order for Allowance and such action would be appreciated. 

Very Respectful ly submitted. 



PAGE 19/19 4 RCVDAT 10117/2006 5:21:05 PM [Eastern Daylight Time]' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/4 1 DNIS:2738300 > CSID:5147054908 * DURATION (mm-ss):0240 




Louis 1 essier. Rep. No. 45,28° 
Patent A^enl 



